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Activities Director Mike Jewett along with underclassmen look on as Drew Ton and Brock Longville lead the charge 
in a junior versus senior tug-of-war during the Homecoming Olympics.  The senior class won. The event was held on 
Wednesday, Sept. 24 at the BHS track facility. Photo by BROBOCA staff .

Homecoming 2021: 
IT’S HARVEST TIME

by BROBOCA Staff 
     Many traditional Home-
coming activities made a re-
turn for the 2021 celebration.  
However, COVID-19 and a 
drive for more community 
engagement created an op-
pertunity some new tradi-
tions that just may stay.  
     The biggest change this 
year was the addition of 
Homecoming parade through 
downtown on Friday, Sept. 
24.  Hundreds of community 
members lined the streets to 
cheer on the Bobcats. 
     Another tradition shift 
was the addition of Bobcat 

Welcomes.  Student leaders 
greeted students at a diff er-
ent elementary every morn-
ing throughout the week. Jill 
Hemmer, a member of the 
homecoming court, said, “It 
was so exciting to see the en-
ergy and excitement of all of 
the elementary school kids.”
     This year also saw the 
return of the Bobcat Olym-
pics on Wednesday, Sept. 22.  
However, COVID guidelines 
moved to the event to the BHS 
Track facility.  
     For the second year, Corona-
tion activities were scheduled 

to take place at the BHS track 
as well, but rain on Monday, 
Sept. 20 forced the event in-
side to the BHS Commons.  
There Ainsley Shelsta was 
crowned Lady and Josh Park 
was crowned Lord. 
     Overall, students reacted 
positively to the change in 
venue and the opportunity to 
celebrate Homecoming tra-
ditions.  Activities Director 
Mike Jewett noted, “It was 
awesome to see so much red 
and black in the hallways, at 
Bobcat events, and through-
out the city of Brookings.”

Kickin’ it 
back this 
soccer 
season

However, this season has not 
just exciting for the fans. The 
players have shown their en-
thusiasm as well.“Our defense 
this season is way more solid 
than last season, making us a 
stronger team.” stated Tyler 
Sprang, the head of the BHS 
soccer team. 
     Unfortunately, the team lost 
their fi rst couple games. This 
took its toll on the morale of 
the team.“The largest blow to 
our morale was probably los-
ing to Aberdeen because of the 
referee.” He said. But this hit 
on morale has not taken away 
from the team’s tenacity. They 
continue to practice hard and 
stick to their routines. 
     When asked what he thinks 

by Ian Lundgren

     Every fall, the students of 
BHS buzz with excitement 
over the soccer season. This 
year is certainly no exception. 

Varsity boys soccer playersJoseph Schmit, Keiji Numata, Tyler Sprang, 
Carter Johnson, Talon Everding pose on their fl oat during the homecoming 
parade on Friday, Sept. 24.  The boys  team wrapped up their season with a 
playoff  game against Yankton on Tuesday, Oct. 5. 

Homecoming 
Perspectives

Seniors
by Jackson Law
     Representing the senior 
class is Allie Clark. She has 
been going to BHS for four 
years, and  she is involved in 
sports like volleyball and bas-
ketball. 
 She was also nominated for 
homecoming court making it 
one of the best homecoming 
weeks she’s had in high school. 
Allie participated in almost all 
the theme days for the week, 
and she liked all of the themes. 
So far her favorite homecom-
ing memory is going to the 
schools and seeing all of the 
younger kids at the homecom-
ing assembly. 

Sophomores
by Hayden Heller
     Isaiah Simons’ favorite 
part of homecoming was the 
tug of war during the pep as-
sembly where the sophomores 
lost. Isaiah was excited for the 
homecoming game, but he did 
enjoy going out and support-
ing the soccer team earlier that 
week. And when asked how 
his homecoming week had 
gone he responded, “Great, we 
had a pep assembly, I was in 
it.”      
     For a little bit of back-
ground, three others, and I 
found a random student from 
each grade to see the general 
thoughts on homecoming this 
year. And between those inter-
views the pattern we noticed 
was that the more they par-
ticipated in homecoming the 
more they enjoyed their week.

See PERSPECTIVES, p. 3

Getting to 
know Coach 
Gruenhagen
by Sofi a Dvergsten
     This will be Chris Cruen-
hagen’s 14th year as Cross 
Country head coach. Before 
taking that title, he was a vol-
unteer coach for two years. 
When asked why he wanted 
to become a coach, he said, 
”I wanted a relationship with 
runners, similar to the ones I 
had with my high school and 
college coaches.” 
     As a high school and col-
legiate runner, Gruenhagen 
developed close relationships 
with his coaches. Now he 
seeks to provide the same sup-
port for his athletes. 
     His favorite part of coach-
ing is being able to watch 
the runners’ progression and 
be able to see how everyone 
feels about their accomplish-
ments. Gruenhagen went on to 
comment,”The most diffi  cult 
part of coaching is probably 
trying to coach everyone indi-
vidually, but still coaching as 
a team.”
     Gruenhagen has also be-
come the principal at Medary 
Elementary School. 

See GRUENHAGEN, p.2

the team could improve on, 
Tyler said, “Our team could 
improve on playing well on 
turf. Wet weather is harder for 
us to play on, especially when 
the turf gets wet.”Fortunately, 
things haven’t all been bad for 
the BHS soccer team this year.   
   Th ey nearly lost against 
Mitchell, but still ended up 
winning in the end. Mitchell 
is notorious for being hard to 
beat and has given BHS plenty 
of trouble in the past. So this 
win was a major boost in mo-
rale for the team.
     BHS Boys Soccer conclud-
ed its season with a 0-3 fall to 
the Yankton Bucks on Tuesday, 
October 5.  Th e Bobcats ended 
the year with a 4-8-1 record. 



Get to know a new face: 
Mrs. Hartman
by Grace Davis
     In August 2021, Randi Hartman 
joined the BHS counseling team. In an 
interview with the Broboca Staff , Mrs. 
Hartman shared the experiences that 
led her to pursue counseling, as well as 
the skills she's collected along the way.
     It took some time for Mrs. Hart-
man to discover her passion for school 
counseling. Having graduated from 
SDSU with a degree in Human De-
velopment, she spent a year working 
in availability, a position in which she 
helped adults fi nd jobs. This experience 
led her to career counseling: "All these 
adults were coming to me, unemployed 
or hating the jobs that they had...I just 
realized that I really wanted to work 
with younger kids to help them realize 
what they wanted to do with their lives 
so they're not in the same position." 
     Soon after this realization, Mrs. Hart-
man volunteered at Mickelson Middle 
School with Carleen Holm, and, as she 
recalled, "I just fell in love with it."
     For the past six years, Mrs. Hart-
man worked as the school counselor 
at Dakota Prairie Elementary School. 
During that time, Dakota Prairie be-
came a Recognized ASCA (American 
School Counselor Association) Model 
Program, a designation recognizing 
schools with exemplary counseling 
programs. 
     Nevertheless, when the position at 
BHS opened, she jumped at the chance. 
"I thought this would be a good oppor-
tunity for me to get back to the high 
school," explained Mrs. Hartman, "the 
whole reason I went into counseling 
was that career counseling piece--help-
ing people fi gure out what they want to 
do with their life."Now, Mrs. Hartman 
is able to take part in career counseling 
and more. 

     When asked what her favorite parts 
of her position are, she answered, 
"Interacting with people...talking to 
students, fi nding out what you like to 
do--what you want to do--is the best 
part."But fi nding the time to interact 
with everyone she wants to interact 
with is a struggle, the counselor went 
on to say. "The biggest challenge is 
time. Time in the day to talk to every-
one that I want to talk to, see everyone 
that I want to see." 
     This challenge arises from the fact 
that BHS isn't the only place Mrs. 
Hartman works. In the afternoons, she 
keeps herself busy as a substitute coun-
selor at Medary Elementary School. To 
add onto this, Mrs. Hartman is also 
working on opening her own practice 
(specializing in play therapy) in Wa-
tertown, South Dakota. She also takes 
two classes from SDSU to supplement 
her practice. 
     Despite this busy schedule, Mrs. 
Hartman assures us that her door is al-
ways open: "Come see me, come talk 
to me. If you're having a good day, if 
you're having a bad day, I don't care. I 
want to get to know as many people as 
I can while I'm here."

Meet Jaqueline 
Hanten
by Laurissa Thomas
     Jacquelin Hanten, the administra-
tive assistant to the principal, was 
interviewed for the Brobaca. She is 
originally from Dayton, Ohio. She 
lived in Nashville as well as St. Louis 
MO, before moving to Brookings. She 
enjoys doing crossfi t in her free time 
when she is not helping take care of her 
children or helping to run the school. 
Her other hobbies include watching 
Ohio State Football since she gradu-
ated from Wright State University, in 
Oxford Ohio. 
     At school, her daily tasks include an-
swering phone calls , communicating 
with students and parents, writing and 
fi xing transcripts, as well as budget-
ing and helping the school to function 
properly. She enjoys the fl exibility of 
her schedule and she also enjoys being 
able to work with students and staff . 
     Hanten used to be a teacher. She has 
her bachelor’s degree in Early Child-
hood Education. She taught Kindergar-
ten in St Louis and worked in school 
operations in Nashville. She says the 

Trisha, pictured to the far left, stands alongside the other Brookings Sunrise leaders at an event 
at SDSU! Also pictures l-r are Blake Huska, Nana Yaa Dwomoh, and Katie Messerli. Submitted 
photo. 

by Blake Huska
     Considering we’re living through 
such a widespread and severe climate 
crisis things may seem dark, but one 
local group has their hearts set on 
changing that. The Brookings Sunrise 

Movement is a chapter of a national 
movement to stop climate change in its 
tracks. They aim to shed light on the 
need for massive climate legislation to 
confront the crisis eff ectively as a na-
tion. Hub leader Trisha Sharan (a hub 

being a local chapter of the national 
movement) wants the community to 
gain more interest in the environment 
and ways we can combat this global 
warming. As a result the group has put 
on a few events, one being attending 
and setting up a booth at a fair on cam-
pus at SDSU. They had “plenty of in-
terested college students to join [their] 
mailing list and had [a] decent turnout 
at [their] fi rst meeting” but are con-
stantly recruiting. People interested in 
signing up can fi nd a link to the Google 
Forms on their Instagram @sunrise.
brookings. 
     Their Instagram page is also a good 
place to fi nd hub updates as well as the 
Remind text messaging updates sign 
up in the same Google Form. They 
also put on a letter-writing campaign 
this past Monday the 20th of Septem-
ber. She explained how “A couple of 
[members] got together and wrote and 
sent letters to our representatives ask-
ing them for climate action.”Trisha, 
pictured to the far left, stands alongside 
the other Brookings Sunrise leaders at 
an event at SDSU.
     When asked what got her involved 
with the Sunrise Movement she replied 
that she initially heard about the Sun-
rise Movement when a family friend 
told her about them. She looked up the 
website and saw that it was “a really 

Combating the climate crisis 
with the Sunrise Movement

interesting cause” and one that she be-
lieved in. So, she signed up for a few 
welcome calls and ended up forming 
a hub! She hasn’t always been as in-
volved with combating climate change, 
though. “The most I’ve really done up 
until this point has been being involved 
in Environmental Club and trying to 
lead a greener lifestyle for myself. 
But, it has always been something I’ve 
been interested in.” Though, even from 
when she was a child, she’s been inter-
ested in the environment and the things 
we can all do to protect it.
     After a year of starting Sunrise 
Brookings Trisha has kept her position 
and doesn’t plan on slowing down! The 
movement is planning on working with 
the Brookings High School’s Environ-
mental Club and putting on events like 
information sessions, trash pickups, 
and movie nights. Their meetings are 
fl exible, and they encourage all mem-
bers to show up to meetings. However,  
are still completely optional. Anyone 
who can’t make it are sent recaps of 
these events to keep updated too.
     Being one of two Sunrise Hubs in 
the state (the other in Vermillion) their 
goal is mostly to encourage climate 
consciousness in everyday life and let 
that trickle into the public’s decisions 
at the voting booths to pass the green 
legislature they set out to encourage.

biggest change from working with 
young children to young adults is that 
you need to have a diff erent type of pa-
tience and understanding. 
     Another big change in her life was 
transitioning from city life to a rural 
community like Brookings. She stated 
it was a harder adjustment not having 
a Target close by, but she does enjoy 
the peace and quiet as well as having 
no traffi  c.  Overall she said she really 
likes the city of Brookings and that it 
has been a good experience living here 
and she hopes to continue a career here 
in Brookings.

GRUENHAGEN, 
cont. from p. 1
He explained how it has been a 
nice change of pace. When asked 
what his favorite part of being 
principal was, he said,”The inter-
actions with the kids, and the ex-
citement they have while they are 
at school. They are excited to be 
here and learn.” 
     Since Gruenhagen is both prin-
cipal and coach, it can be diffi  cult 
at times to manage his time, but 
he explained that it only makes 
the day a little longer. He off ered 

advice to anyone with a busy 
schedule,”Prioritize your time. 
Don’t waste your time, and limit 
your distractions. Anyone could sit 
on their phone and waste 30 min-
utes.”
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German Club continues
German Club offi  cers are ready for the upcoming year. Left to right: ANNA BRUTTY, EMMA 
MOERKE, DELANEY O’CONNELL.  Photo taken by RACHEL RAATZ.

by Rachel Raatz
     A relevant question has been pop-
ping up frequently since the retire-
ment of Frau Steinmetz: Will German 
Club be continuing in the following 
year? In short, yes, the German Club 
will be continuing. Under the presi-
dency of Emma Moerke, an interview 
was held about the upcoming year of 
the German Club. She spoke about 
the decision process she and a couple 
of others (Anna Brutty and Delaney 
O’Connell) went through into making 
German Club work this year. “I was a 
little worried it would not happen be-
cause people probably wouldn’t be as 
interested if Frau wasn’t there, but we 
were really determined to get it going.” 
Moerke expresses, regarding a ques-
tion about Frau’s retirement impacting 
German Club. 
     Moerke also states they have ad-
dressed this all with Frau, and she ad-
vised them to talk to Senora Barsness 
about the upcoming year. Moerke con-
fi rms Barsness agreed to be the new 
staff  advisor of the club. “Basically 
tried to put up some signs and just talk 

to Barsness to make sure it actually is 
a thing.”
     Moerke continues to say there are 
a decent number of participants, pig-
gybacking off  the amount of members 
of previous years and the new names 
popping up on signup sheets they have 
placed about. “There’s people that were 
in it last year that are already in the Re-
mind plus we got signup sheets around 
and I’ve noticed some new names, so 
that’s exciting.” 
     Moerke wishes to follow the goal 
for German Club throughout the year. 
“I want to still have an event every 
month.”  She also inputs about the 
possible activities being held, saying 
most of them will remain the same, but 
maybe throwing in a few new ones. 
Confi rmed activities being kept in-
clude, but not limited to, Oktoberfest, 
the Christmas party, Just Dance party, 
and Tischtennis (German translation 
for table tennis).

Join the Remind? Text @3defe8 to 
81010 or download the app!

Miss Jacobs joins BHS staff 
by Thea Varpness
     Ms. Jacob’s decided to work as 
a speech teacher at Brookings high 
school in South Dakota. The spot of 
teaching was opened, and she thought 
it was a perfect opportunity to take the 
job. Ms. Jacobs is a new teacher and 
seems to like her job so far at Brook-
ings high school.  
     Ms. Jacobs’ undergraduate degree 
is from Augustana University. She is 
still planning on going to college to get 
more educated on being a teacher. 
      When asked, “What can you bring 
to our school that makes you unique?” 
Ms. Jacobs says that she is creative. 
She then says she has good thinking 
skills and a good background.  
     She shares a classroom with another 
teacher. The classroom was well pre-
pared when she walked in there which 
is an amazing thing. She felt welcomed 
when she started to work at Brookings 
High School. She is great at being cre-
ative. She likes to make her students 
feel like they are in a safe, comfortable 
environment. She loves teaching all 
her students but she said it would be 
easier if it was one-on-one. 
Ms. Jacobs loves to use lists and cal-
endars to keep herself organized. She 
likes to use folders to keep all of her 
things organized and safe. She does not 
have to worry about things getting lost 
if there are folders around. 
     Ms. Jacobs says being a speech 
teacher is important because it is im-
portant to the students who need it. 
We use speech in everyday life. This 
includes just talking to someone in 

public, or business. She says this is a 
business world. 
     She says that she likes best about her 
students is that they are fun and amaz-
ing kids to work with. “It is diverse, 
they are not all the same,” say Jacobs. 
     She likes to communicate with the 
students’ parents. She says the back to 
school night is a great way to talk to 
them. If not, there is email or notes that 
she can send. She says that speech has 
an educational impact because there 
are real world experiences that involve 
a lot of talking. She says that teaching 
younger students compared to older 
students is diff erent because the level 
of expectation is diff erent and what is 
asked of them. 
     Ms Jacob’s plans to use more re-
sources of technology the best she can 
and she enjoys using canvas. “Canvas 
is an easy way of getting things done, 
like assignments.”

New assistant principal says 
the student body is amazing
By Jill Hemmer 
     Mr. Stanley started off  his fi rst job 
in education as a suspension and deten-
tion supervisor at Bismark, North Da-
kota. He also was a teacher for a while. 
He says that his strongest supporters 
are his wife and kids. During his job he 
doesn’t that much free time but when 
he does he’s watching sports and hang-
ing out with his kids. This year he’s 
focusing on making good relationships 
with students and staff . 
     Mr. Stanley graduated from Brook-
ings High School, but he left Brook-
ings for college when he was 19 years 
old.  Mr.Stanley has traveled to Mexico 
twice and he has been to England and 
Canada.  He’s proud that he graduated 
from college with a dual major and a 
master degree because not many peo-

ple in his family have graduated from 
college. He feels blessed to have this 
job. He says that the student body is 
amazing and he loves every minute of 
being at BHS.

Mr. Pillatzki becomes new 
SPED teacher

by Morgan McCoy
     Mr. Pillatzki  didn’t always know 
that he wanted to become a teacher, but 
he had a math teacher in High School 
that inspired him.  After being a spe-
cial ed TA he realized he wanted to be-
come a SPED teacher because he liked 
the kids that he was  working with and 
he liked helping people that needed to 
have extra help. 
     His weakness as a teacher is paper-
work; he is very slow at grading. His 
strength is working with his students. 
The way he shows people that he is 
listening is by giving eye contact, nod-

ding his head, and responding to the 
questions that they ask him. He chose 
to work at the High School as an math 
teacher because he likes working with 
high-school-aged students. Pillatzki 
wants to work as a teacher for 40 years 
because he loves to be a math teacher. 
     During his free time he loves play-
ing golf, and he is still doing college 
school work. Two things that he least 
likes doing in school is that he doesn’t 
get that much free time. He wishes that 
he can make all the rules. A pet peeve 
of his is when students don’t follow his 
rules. 
     One way that Mr. Pillatzki relates 
to his students is through his sense of 
humor . Mr. Pillatzki would be an Bald 
Eagle if he could be any animal be-
cause it is big and it can go anywhere 
it wants. He worked at Larson’s before 
coming to BHS and it was said that, “It 
was fun working at Larson’s for two 
summers.” 
     “Working with his co-workers and 
making the rules is my favorite part 
about being a teacher.”Some of his fa-
vorite quotes: “always do your best!” 
and “When you say you can’t, remem-
ber to say yet afterwards. For an exam-
ple: I don’t understand this, YET!

PERSPECTIVES, 
cont. from p. 1

Freshmen
by Jordan Mofl e
     Dominic VanHofwagen was more 
interested in Homecoming events that 
he participated in compared to the oth-
ers. However, he did enjoy going to 
watch the PowderPuff  football game 
on Wednesday, Sept. 22. When asked 
about his favorite Homecoming mem-
ory he replied, “Probably winning our 
Homecoming game.” He has been ac-
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tive in soccer for a long time, but his 
fi rst year in soccer with the Bobcats, 
he won his homecoming game. That 
is a great boost of confi dence and will 
amount to higher team morale in the 
future. Most of the classes interviewed 
believed that the dressup days were 
kind of boring and weren’t very fun. 
     We have more Homecoming tradi-
tions now than we have in the recent 
past, hopefully the most enjoyed ones 
by the student body will stay and last 
for a long time. And there is always 
room for improvement.


